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April General Meeting 

Wednesday, April 20 
 

 

Earthquakes 
and Landslides       
in Oceanside and Coastal North County 

 

with   
Pat Abbott, PhD 

 

7 p.m. Social—7:30 
p.m. Program 

 

Whether you’re new to San 
Diego or an 
old-time native, 
there’s some-
thing about an 
earthquake that 
immediately focuses your atten-
tion.  That sense of helplessness 
and vulnerability in the face of 
nature’s awesome power is a 
humbling feeling at best.  For 

some under certain circumstances, it can rise to the level of 
a terrifying, change-of-life experience.  And then there are 
the mudslides and bluff collapses in coastal North County 
following nearly every significant rain event in San Diego.                        
.What’s it all about?  How and why does it happen here in 
the North County?  What have been the repercussions of 
past events?  Are the patterns and characteristics of inci-

dence changing, and what might we 
expect in the future? 
Pat Abbott is a native San Diegan.  He 
has a PhD in geology from the Univer-
sity of Texas and is a long-time and 
very popular professor of geology at 

San Diego State University.  He is the author of the college 
textbook, Natural Disasters, now in its 8th edition, and 
author of The Riseand Fall of San Diego, Sunbelt Publish-
ers. 

We ain’t fakin’  
Whole lot of shakin’ goin’ on. 
           —Jerry Lee Lewis, 1957 

     Pat Abbott, PhD 
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May 7th  
 

Watch for details  
in the May  

Lagoon Flyer! 

 
 

NestWatch Invites You to Watch! 
NestWatch is a nest-monitoring project developed by 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the Smithsonian 
Migratory Bird Center aimed to provide a unified 
nest-monitoring scheme to track reproductive success 
for all North American breeding birds.  NestWatch 
invites people who are interested in the natural world 
to help monitor the success of nesting birds and better 
understand the threats they face. These data will pro-
vide a wealth of information about breeding birds and 
the factors that influence their success across different 
landscapes. For more info, go to www.nestwatch.org. 
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2011 BVAS Birdhouse Auction—What a Night! 
The 1st Annual BVAS Birdhouse Auction and Open House held in Febru-
ary was a huge success!  Well over 200 happy and excited people enjoyed 
gourmet tacos, wine and cheese, specialty beers, some live cool jazz, and 
an amazing assortment of handmade birdhouses and related items.  Thank 
you to all who donated a house or feeder and to all who attended. Special 
thanks to "The Endangered Speciez Project" for the music, to guest auc-
tioneer and "A Way With Words" host Martha Barnette for being a good 
sport, and to all of our generous sponsors; Stone Brewing Co., Sprout's 
Farmers Markets, Jimbo's Naturally, Peet's Coffee, Henry's Markets, Dr. 
Watson's Steampunk Emporium, Vigilucci’s, Fish House Vera Cruz, Ki's 
Restaurant, The Birdhouse Grill, Sage Grill, The Fish Joint, Hill Street 
Cafe, El Norte, Green Mountain Digital, California Backyard Birds, Santa 
Monica Salsa,  Body Piercing by Tracy and Wild Birds Unlimited. 
Thanks to everyone’s generosity and support, over $5,000 was raised to 
help support the Nature Center and its many great programs.   
Thanks, too, to event chair Kelly Deveney and her committee, Mary Ellen 
Marquand and Kathy Billings.  It was Kelly’s inspiration to have a Bird-
house Auction in the first place, and her enthusiasm and hard work car-
ried the day.  Victoria Calhoun proved to be a volunteer extraordinaire.  
Our part time staff members, Center manager Annette Schneider and ad-
ministrative assistant Judi Wilson, worked full time to help bring every-
thing together in the final days.  As usual, in the end, many BVAS mem-
bers were there to pitch in to make the evening such a wonderful success. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The “Highest Bid” Birdhouse  
This beautiful bird house by profes-
sional antique and art restorer         
Angela McDowell, attracted a winning 
bid of $620 at the Birdhouse Auction.  
The artist took Audubon paintings and 
transformed them into inlaid wooden 
art, using 12 different exotic woods in-
cluding ebony, satinwood and rose-
wood.   More info about Angela can be 
found at www.amrestoration.us  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Hobbit-inspired creation 
by Ron Wilson brought a bid 
of $110 at the auction and 
was voted “Show Favorite” 
by the crowd.  Ron’s other 
three entries also attracted 
multiple bids.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guests carefully examine birdhouses and 
make bids during the silent auction.  
There were plenty of bargains to be had, 
with many well-made and unique crea-
tions available in the $30-$40 range.   

       This wooden  
       bird house  
       made by the  
       Auction chair 
       Kelly Deveney 
       and featuring a 
       live succulent 
       garden and  
       working  
       porch” light  
       went for  
       $220.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keith Shillington made this birdhouse 
with a roof of flattened beer bottle caps, 
which went for $100.   

Photos on this page courtesy of      
Bryan Snyder of Snyder Art and Design.  
Bryan has a blog about the event on his 

website:  www.snyderartdesign.com 
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Whelan Lake Monthly Bird Count 
with John Haddock 

Saturday—April 2—8 a.m. 
Whelan Lake is a reserve with a freshwater lake and riparian 
edge habitat.  Directions:  I-5 to Hwy. 76 East, left at Doug-

las and continue to light at North River Rd., 
left on North River Rd.  Meet at the cul-de-
sac at the end of the road by the entrance 
gate.  Leader:  John Haddock, 760-941-7824.   

Basic Birding Class at the       
Buena Vista Lagoon Landing 

with Tom Troy 
Saturday—April 30—8:30 a.m. 

Novice birders are invited to join our monthly 
class for some informal, no-pressure birding.  
We’ll share friendly tips and help you build 
your bird identification skills.  

Directions:  I-5 to I-78 East.  From I-78, take 
Jefferson St. exit and go right to the light on 
Jefferson St.  Turn right again and make an 
immediate right turn into the BVL Landing 
parking lot.  Leader:  Tom Troy, 760-420-7328.   

Buena Vista Lagoon Bird Count 
                     with Joan Fountain 
             Saturday—April 30—8 a.m. 
Join the regular monthly bird survey team and get to know 
the Buena Vista Lagoon.  Have the satisfaction of contribut-
ing to the ongoing bird database and knowledge of the birds 
of our lagoon.  We always record a nice assortment of fresh-
water wetland and marsh species on this easy-paced monthly 
excursion.  Directions:  I-5 to I-78 East, take Jefferson St. 
exit, turn right and make another right turn onto Lagoon 
View Dr.  Leader: Joan Fountain, 760-729-1379.    

Let’s Go Birding—Everyone’s Welcome! 

Oak Riparian Park and Calavera Lake 
 

with Steve Brad 
Sunday—April 10—8 a.m. 

 

In April we’ll visit a couple of  North 
County parks which deserve much more 
birding attention than they usually get. 

Oak Riparian Park attracts a nice assort-
ment of breeding birds and birds in mi-
gration.  The park’s extensive natural habitat includes a year-
round stream and riparian corridor, mature oak woodland, 
and extensive grassland.   We’ll look for warblers, tanagers, 
orioles, sparrows, and raptors along the well-developed trail. 

If time allows, we’ll also take a short drive over to Calavera 
Lake to check the lake and surrounding reeds.  Directions:  
From I-5 to I-78.  From I-78, take College Ave south to Lake 
Blvd.  Turn left (east) on Lake Blvd.  Drive to 4625 Lake 
Blvd. and park in lot.  ��
Leader:  Steve Brad,  760-633-1639                    

 stevebrad1@earthlink,net 

������������������������������������������������������������������������
	
������
	
������
	
������
	
������
� ���

Bird/Window Collisions  
The Problem.  The American Bird Conservancy estimates 
that approximately 100 million to 1 billion birds die in 
North America as a result of collisions each year.  Primary 
sources of collision-related mortality for birds are building 
windows, communication towers, vehicles, transmission 
lines, and wind turbines.  As the human population ex-
pands so does our need for communications towers, power 
transmission lines, and renewable energy sources. These 
threats are expected to increase for birds. 
Birds collide with window glass because they often cannot 
detect the glass either because the glass is too transparent 
or reflective of the sky and clouds.  Birds are often also 
attracted to light sources and plants inside buildings.     
What to Do?  There are a number of steps that can be 
taken to make windows in the home safer for birds.  These 

include using glass with special 
films or decals that make it more 
visible to birds, hanging reflec-
tive ribbons, chimes, or other 
materials outside of windows to 
catch the bird’s eye before colli-
sion, ensuring that feeders and 
other bird attractants are away from windows, and drawing 
the drapes or blinds on windows when possible, especially 
if problems with bird collisions are noted.   
“Lights Out” Program.  Golden Gate Audubon in San 
Francisco is actively promoting a simple yet effective vol-
unteer program where business owners, managers, and ten-
ants work together to ensure that all unnecessary lighting is 
turned off at night during the spring and fall bird migra-
tion.  Not only does the program save thousands of birds 
from colliding into building windows, it results in consid-
erable energy savings in the buildings that participate. 

                  Pelagic 
                  Birding 
                 Website 

Tips, Pics, and  Trips 
www.socalbirding.com           

 

—Sponsored by BVAS 
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President Dave Billings*                           760-753-7925  
Vice-President            Dennis Huckabay  760-757-6437  
Secretary Kathy Billings* 760-753-7925 
Treasurer               Sandy McMullen*  760-944-5690 

—————————————-————  
Audubon Adventures    Ruth Gransbery                         760-729-2240             
Center Manager            Annette Schneider                     760-945-8891      
Christmas Bird Count   Terry Hunefeld*                        760-908-3453                        
Conservation Co-Chair  Danny DiMento*                      858-688-6891             
Conservation Co-Chair Joan Herskowitz*                      760-942-5167        
Circulation                     Lisa Hart  760-945-9601                      
Education Co-Chair    Ellen Kindsvater                       760-433-8097  
Education Co-Chair      Nancy Miller                        760-704-6479 
Facilities/Exhibits Danny DiMento* 858-688-6891 
Field Trips             Andy Brumbaugh                760-434-3334 
Field Trip Leader Steve Brad* 760-633-1639    
Gift Shop                       Rosalyn Dong                           760-806-1430 

   Library                          Norma Handy                           760-634-2120      
   Membership                  Harvey Hart*              760-945-9601 

Native Plant Club          Joan Bockman*                         760-433-9401 
Native Plant Garden Joan Bockman* 760-433-9401 
Newsletter             Andy Mauro*                  760-753-1266 

                                                                      E-mail:  akamauro@cox.net 
 Pelagic Birding  Terry Hunefeld*  760-908-3453 

   Programs                  Dennis Huckabay*                    760-757-6437          
   Publicity                       Kelly Deveney*                         760-721-2441                      
   Ruddy Duck Club        Kelly Deveney*                         760-721-2441                                                      

   Volunteers                    Mary Ellen Marquand*              760-918-6622    

   Webmaster                   Larry Spann:       E-mail:  larry@spannweb.net                                                 

BVAS OFFICERS, BOARD*, AND CHAIRS  

Hours: 
Tuesday-Saturday — 
            10 a.m.-4 p.m.  
Sunday—1 p.m.-4 p.m. 
 

Closed Monday 

Website: 
www.bvaudubon.org 
E-mail:                  
bvaudubon@sbcglobal.net 
Field Trip Hotline:     
760-688-0660 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 480  
Oceanside, CA         
92049-0480 
Phone:  760-439-2473 

Location:   
2202 South Coast  Hwy. 
Oceanside, CA   
(East side of street on  
north shore of lagoon)  
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Flutter by Butterfly 

Monday, April 25, 10 a.m. 
 
This is a good time of year to see these 
wonderful creatures flitting about.  Join us 
for this month's storytime when we will be 
learning about the 
unusual develop-

ment of caterpillars into butter-
flies.  Hope to see you on Mon-
day, April 25 at 10:00 am for 
more songs, a story, and a craft 
project.  
If you have any questions about 
Storytime, please contact Mary 
Ellen at 760-918-6622.   

2011 POINT REYES  
BIRDING & NATURE FESTIVAL 

April 29 – May 2 
Don’t miss the 2011 Point Reyes Birding and Nature 
Festival! Last year, festival atten-
dees took part in over 50 walks 
and outings, and saw 200 species 
of birds (not to mention dozens of 
mammals, butterflies, marine 
mammals, and other wildlife!) in 
Western Marin and Sonoma 
Counties. 
For the 2011 Festival, we will 
once again have great leaders and 
presenters such as Jules Evens, 
Lisa Hug, David Wimpfheimer 
and Sara Allen, plus Alvaro 
Jaramillo as keynote speaker.  
This year we have more than 70 
outings and presentations, events for kids, and we’ll be 
showing the award-winning documentary, Ghost Bird, 
about the search for and “rediscovery” of the legendary 
Ivory-billed woodpecker. 
Last year, nearly every walk and outing sold out well 
before the Festival weekend, so, sign up early! Visit our 
website today at www.pointreyesbirdingfestival.org to 
see our events and register for outings and presentations. 
The Festival benefits the habitat conservation work of 
the Environmental Action Committee of West Marin 
(EAC).  www.eacmarin.org.  

Look for Buena Vista Audubon on Facebook 
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FRIENDS  OF  BUENA  VISTA  AUDUBON  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 
As a Friend of BVAS, I will receive the chapter newsletter, be invited to special events just for Friends and receive a dis-
count on BVAS Gift Shop purchases.  The BVAS Nature Center and its educational programs will receive 100% of my 
contribution.  Minimum donation suggested:  $25. 
I would like to donate $ 25 ___  $50 ___ $ 100 ___ Other: ___    
 

Name____________________________ 
Address__________________________ 
City, State, Zip ___________________                                           
Phone___________________________ 

E-mail___________________________  
*Send me my newsletter by e-mail.                   

     Please Bill My Credit Card: 
 

Card #_______________________ 
  CRN______ 
 

  Make Checks Payable to: 
  Buena Vista Audubon Society 
  P.O. Box 480 
  Oceanside, CA  92049  

Get your Lagoon Flyer Digitally!  
I’d like to get my Lagoon Flyer a 

week earlier, in full color, and save 
BVAS the cost of printing and post-
age.  I’ve listed my e-mail address.   

Please sign me up!    

I’m interested in the BVAS Legacy Donor program ___ 

Oceanside 

Native Plant Garden Tour 
 

Sunday, April 17 
2 p.m. 

 

Come see over 15 native plant gardens in the historic Seaside 
Neighborhood of Downtown Oceanside! Plant experts and neighbor-

hood locals lead an informative 1.5 mile 
walking tour to see these wonderful front 
yard gardens. Meet at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
April 17 at St. Mary's School parking lot 
at 515 Wisconsin Avenue. The guided 
walk is free, donation requested for map and plant list. Local kids sell lemonade and 
cookies along the route. St. Mary's School is one block east of the 101 Cafe at Coast 
Highway and Wisconsin Ave. This annual event is sponsored by the Buena Vista Native 
Plant Club and the Oceanside Coastal Neighborhood Association. Go to bvaudubon.org 
or OCNA.info or call the BVAS Nature Center at 760-439-2473 for more info. 

 
     Sign-up Now for Summer Fun at the Nature Center 
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Camp Crawdad:  Ages 7-8;  June 20 - 24;  9 a.m.-noon 

Camp Tadpole:   Ages 5-6;  June 27 - July 1; 
9 a.m.-noon 

Camp fee:  $85/child for each five-day session 
 

 *Walks & Talks  *Plants & Animals 
 *Crafts & Games *Music & Stories 
 *Indian Lore  *Fun & Fascination     

Drop by the Nature Center or visit the BVAS website 
(bvaudubon.org) for applications or more information. 



Quick Calendar for April  
                                                                          

Fri. Apr. 1 —Board Meeting—9 a.m. 

Sat. Apr. 2—Whelan Lake Walk—8 a.m.    

Mon. Apr. 4—Nature Guides Meeting—10 a.m. 

Sun. Apr. 10—Oak Riparian/Calavera Bird Walk—8 a.m.      

Sun. Apr. 17—O’Side Native Plant Garden Tour—2 p.m. 

Wed. Apr. 20—General Meeting—7 p.m.                         

Mon. Apr. 25—Nature Storytime—10 a.m.  

Sat. Apr. 30—Buena Vista Lagoon Count—8 a.m.          

Sat. Apr. 30—Basic Birding at B.V. L. Landing—8:30 a.m. 
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About 60 new bird houses went up for rent 
recently following the BVAS Birdhouse Auction in 
February.  We’d love to know how they’re doing!  If a 
little feathered tenant has already moved into its new 
house, please send an e-mail (photos appreciated too!) 
to the Lagoon Flyer editor at:  akamauro@cox.net.    

Earthquakes and Landslides 
Wednesday, April 20, 7-9 p.m. 

At the Nature Center 

Any Takers Yet? 


