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Buena Vista Audubon Society

PO Box 480

Oceanside, CA 92049-0480










May 29, 2009
Mr. Mike Grimm, Senior Planner
City of Carlsbad

1635 Faraday Ave.

Carlsbad, CA 92008

Dear Mr. Grimm,
I attended the Carlsbad Habitat Management Plan (HMP) annual meeting on April 25, 2009 on behalf of the Buena Vista Audubon Society, and appreciated hearing presentations on the reserve status and the significant improvements that have been made to the management and monitoring of HMP lands within the City.  I have read the extensive draft comment letter on the Carlsbad HMP Annual Report which you will receive from Diane Nygaard of Preserve Calavera, the result of her thorough review of the report.    Rather than repeating a lot of the same concerns, requests for further information, and questions that appear in her letter, please note that we support her comments, and would like to receive a copy of your response to those comments when they are sent out.  
In addition, as I mentioned to you at the meeting, we have concerns that the City has not completed an HMP Implementation Plan as required by the Coastal Commission within 3 years of the 2003 land use plan amendment that established the HMP.  You indicated that the Implementation Plan, after being withdrawn from the Coastal Commission agenda in August 2008, was resubmitted and that there was a subsequent meeting with Commission staff to discuss what still needs to be included in the Plan to meet the State HMP requirements and be recommended for approval by Commission staff.  You also indicated that some of the remaining issues involved coordination and agreement among the resource agencies.  Please provide an update that lists the remaining items that need to be resolved and the City’s proposed timeline and method of completing the Implementation Plan and meeting the HMP agreement.  
Thank you for this opportunity to comment.  If you have questions, I can be contacted at (760) 942-5167 or at jmherskowitz@yahoo.com .

Sincerely,

Joan Herskowitz

Co-Chair, Conservation Committee

Buena Vista Audubon Society
