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Buena Vista Audubon Society

PO Box 480

Oceanside, CA 92049-0480











May 25, 2009

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary






Federal Communications Commission

Office of the Secretary

236 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E.

Suite 110

Washington, DC 20002

RE: Docket Numbers 08-61 and 03-187

Dear Secretary Dortch,
 

I am writing these comments on behalf of the Buena Vista Audubon Society in Oceanside, California which has 1,300 member households.  We strongly urge the Federal Communications Commission to take action to address the high number of migratory birds killed unnecessarily at communications towers across the country each year.  

We are very concerned about the lack of responsiveness from the FCC to recent court rulings. Solutions to reduce the number of bird kills at communications towers, as recommended by the FWS, are already being used with regard to tower lighting, location, height, and support system, by the U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Coast Guard. We are asking that the FCC amend its rules, comprehensively evaluate the impact of communications towers on birds, and consult with the Fish and Wildlife Service.

Our concern arises from the fact that over one-third of all avian species found within the United States are fatally affected by communication towers, including many that are of deep concern to conservationists.  Particularly, during fall and spring when night-migrating birds are attracted in large flocks to the aviation safety lights on towers, lights interfere with the birds' celestial navigation cues. Poor visibility conditions such as rain and fog only exacerbate the problem. Confused, the birds crash into one another, the tower, its guy wires, or the ground, and others simply drop from exhaustion.

On behalf of our chapter, I urge you to take action to address this issue as soon as possible. We believe that the FCC should consider the location, height, lighting, and guying of their communication towers with respect to the potential impacts on migratory birds. Please issue new rules to protect our nation's wildlife in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act, the Endangered Species Act, and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
If you have questions, I can be contacted at (760) 942-5167 or at jmherskowitz@yahoo.com .

Sincerely,

Joan Herskowitz

Co-Chair, Conservation Committee

Buena Vista Audubon Society

