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Buena Vista Audubon Society

PO Box 480

Oceanside, CA 92049-0480











May 27, 2009
Mr. Jerry Hittleman, City Planner

City of Oceanside Planning Division

300 North Coast Highway

Oceanside, CA 92054

Subject: Comments on Hyatt Place & North Coast Condo Project Draft EIR

Dear Mr. Hittleman,

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Draft EIR.  The proposed project includes construction of 127 hotel units, 24 residential condominiums and a restaurant on a 2-acre lot located on the west side of Coast Highway in Oceanside.  The site is on a bluff on the south side of the San Luis Rey River that is now occupied by the Flying Bridge restaurant and a motel.  
Biological Resources

The onsite slope contains an assortment of poison oak, English Ivy, eucalyptus, and other exotics.   However, the property adjoins an offsite open space area along the river supporting coastal sage scrub habitat that extends to the water’s edge.  In addition, there has been recent habitat restoration in this area conducted as mitigation for the adjacent Sea Breeze Condominium development.  The Draft EIR acknowledges the potential impact of construction and operation of the proposed project on this native habitat, and proposes mitigation that would: 1) landscape with only non-invasive plantings within the development; and 2) remove the eucalyptus trees at the bottom of the slope, and replace them with a hydroseed mix of coastal sage scrub species.  

However, the slope is very steep and will need to be modified in order to support vegetation and prevent erosion gullies from forming.  Therefore, to mitigate project impacts to wildlife and habitat, including water quality, dust, invasive species, noise, light, etc., the slope should be restructured with a gentler slope and planted with native species, in addition to the native plantings at the foot of the slope that will replace the eucalyptus.  This would extend the wildlife habitat from the adjoining area and would provide an aesthetic natural view from the new buildings and from the pedestrian/bike path along the river.  Also, the hydroseed mix used for the project should be supplemented with nursery grown plants for species that are more difficult to establish from seed, in order to provide quality wildlife habitat along the river.  In addition, the stairway on the slope should be removed to limit access to the Coastal Sage Scrub habitat from the north edge of the building site to the existing habitat below the slope.

The MHCP edge effect conditions need to be carefully considered in this area, and as it is located in the Coastal Zone, lighting, noise, water quality, slope erosion, trash impacts should be monitored on an ongoing basis for the life of the project, as a condition of project approval.  
If you have questions, I can be contacted at (760) 942-5167 or at jmherskowitz@yahoo.com .

Sincerely,

Joan Herskowitz

Co-Chair, Conservation Committee

Buena Vista Audubon Society

