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May 26, 2009

FAX to:
Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg – (916) 323-2263 Att: Kip Lipper
 
   
Assembly Speaker Karen Bass – (916) 319-2147 Att: Arnie Sowell


State Senator Mark Wyland – (916) 446-7382


State Assemblyman Martin Garrick – (916) 319-2174
RE: Opposition To PXP Tranquillon Ridge Offshore Drilling Proposal

I am writing on behalf of the Buena Vista Audubon Society to let you know of our opposition to the attempt to overturn a State Lands Commission (SLC) decision denying the PXP proposal to drill in State waters off Santa Barbara. 

In April, Governor Schwarzenegger told Secretary Salazar that he was opposed to offshore oil drilling.  However, he now wants to circumvent the SLC and allow PXP to resubmit their proposal for a hearing in front of the Director of Finance.

Approval of this project would represent the approval of the first new oil drilling in California’s waters in over 40 years.  The SLC made its decision to deny based on many significant problems with the proposal, including the unenforceability of the EDC/PXP proposal, the questionable nature of the land donation, the confidentiality of the agreements, and the message it would send to Washington.
This action could be used as a precedent to overturn any decision of the Commission that the Governor does not like.  Equally important it sends a message to Washington that the state considers financial contributions to its general fund a benefit that outweighs the risk of pollution and contamination of its coastline.  It would undermine efforts to prevent Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) drilling in federal waters off California and therefore could result in additional spill risk and damage. Any benefit from the funds would not be sufficient to offset the cost of dealing with impacts to the State’s resources and coastal economy in the event of a major spill. 

We urge you to oppose the Governor’s proposal.  It is important not to undermine the independence of the SLC.  The project should be properly vetted at the appropriate agencies through the normal process.  Our coast is an important resource that we need to protect.

If you have questions, I can be contacted at (760) 942-5167 or at jmherskowitz@yahoo.com .

Sincerely,

Joan Herskowitz

Co-Chair, Conservation Committee

Buena Vista Audubon Society

